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‘ (type)  asbestos detected at     %’ for each type of asbestos             ‘No asbestos detected’ for samples that contain no asbestos         
(round percentage off to two digits - Sec. 6.3.2.3)                                points and no asbestos traces (Sec. 6.3.2.1) 
          
 ‘    %”  Total asbestos’ sum for all types of asbestos                       ‘Trace (type(s)) asbestos detected at less than 1%”  for                
(round percentage off to two digits - Sec. 6.3.2.4)                                samples that contain 0 asbestos points out of 400 (or more)          
                                                                                                              non- empty points but DID contain trace asbestos positively         
                                                                                                              identified by PLM  (Sec. 6.3.2.2) 
  

STEREOMICROSCOPE EXAMINATION at (10x – 40X) 
Assess homogeneity, need for matrix reduction 

Characterize material (known Non-ACM?) 
Homogenization on dry samples with mortar/pestle (if required) 

No significant 
organic/carbonate 

matrix material 

   Significant organic/ 
carbonate matrix material

       Organic matrix       Carbonate matrix 

Furnace / ashingAcid reduction

POLARIZED-LIGHT MICROSCOPY  (PLM)  
Prepare 4 Slides         Oil 1.550 RI typical 

 SCANNING – (100x) 
Only if stereomicroscope exam indicates Non-ACM

Calculate % asbestos fibers 

POINT COUNTING (100x) 

> 1% < 1% 

REPORT 
as ACM 

REPORT 
as non-ACM

NYS stratified point-count method EPA 400-point-count method 

Asbestos 
detected 

No asbestos 
detected 

all four slides 

4 asbestos pts on a minimum of 4 slides  
(up to 8 slides minimum) (Sec. 5.2.2) 
 

50 pts on each of 
8 slides 


